THE MANUSCRIPTS
a Psalter with Anglo-Saxon glosses. The famous Arundel Psalter
(No. 60 is also English; it is of the late eleventh or early twelfth
century, and its illuminations are in the finest style of English art;
while No. 83 is one of the earliest works of the East Anglian school.
But Howard's interests were by no means confined to the history
and literature of his own country. As a young man, although his
patrimony had been much reduced by the attainder and confiscations
suffered by his grandfather and father, he was enriched by his
marriage with Alethea Talbot, daughter of the Earl of Shrewsbury,
and so commenced a series of travels abroad and especially in Italy,
involving periods of residence long enough to establish intimacy with
the scholars of that country, which he used to form a splendid collec-
tion of works of ait, manuscripts and printed books. He also went
on diplomatic missions to Holland and to the Palatinate, and it was
at Nuremberg in 1636 that he made the purchase which earned the
greatest renown for his library. This was that part of the collection
of the Renaissance humanist Bilibaldus Pirckheimer (1470-1530)
which had not been acquired by the city of Nuremberg. It is said
that some of Pirckheimer's MSS. came from the collection of Matthias
Corvinus, King of Hungary, but none is identifiable as such. Classical
texts are richly represented, as might be expected from the sources of
his library. Among Greek MSS. an Evangeliary in uncials (No. 547),
and early copies of the Greek Fathers strengthened the Museum
where, thanks especially to the Harleys, it was already rich; a more
out-of-the-way volume is No. 518, a Cypriote history of Cyprus,
1456-74. The range and originality of ArundeFs collecting is
exemplified in his Latin and French as well as in his Greek MSS.
Not only did he collect medieval Civil and Canon Law and French
poetry and romances of the twelfth to the fifteenth century, but
his knowledge of Italian Art caused him to secure an autograph
MS. of Leonardo da Vinci (No. 263 , and more remarkable still, he
acquired volumes of medieval Latin hymns, a class of literature which
until our own day, at least outside the world of Catholic antiquaries,
was but little regarded.
Arundel also enlisted the services of Sir Thomas Roe, Ambassador
to the Porte in 1626-28, through whom the gift of the Codex Alex-